
The Split History of the Battles of Lexington
and Concord: Perspectives Flip
The Battles of Lexington and Concord were the opening shots of the
American Revolution. These battles, fought on April 19, 1775, marked the
beginning of the armed conflict between the British Empire and the
American colonies.
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The traditional narrative of the Battles of Lexington and Concord is that of a
heroic band of American minutemen standing up to the might of the British
Empire. This narrative, however, is only one side of the story.

In this book, John Smith presents a fresh perspective on the Battles of
Lexington and Concord, challenging traditional interpretations and offering
new insights into this pivotal event in American history.
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The British Perspective

The British perspective on the Battles of Lexington and Concord is often
overlooked. In this book, Smith gives voice to the British side of the story,
explaining their motivations and actions.

The British saw themselves as the rightful rulers of the American colonies.
They had invested heavily in the colonies and believed that they had a right
to tax them. The colonists, however, saw themselves as British subjects
with the same rights and privileges as their counterparts in England. This
fundamental difference in perspective led to the outbreak of war.

Smith argues that the British were not as tyrannical as they are often
portrayed. He points out that the British government made several attempts
to accommodate the colonists' grievances. However, these attempts were
ultimately unsuccessful, and war became inevitable.

The American Perspective

The American perspective on the Battles of Lexington and Concord is well-
known. Americans see these battles as a heroic struggle for independence.

Smith does not dispute the heroism of the American minutemen. However,
he argues that the American perspective on the battles is too simplistic. He
points out that the American colonists were not united in their desire for
independence. Many colonists were loyal to the British Crown, and some
even fought on the British side in the war.

Smith also argues that the American colonists were not as innocent as they
are often portrayed. He points out that the colonists had been smuggling



goods into the colonies for years, and they had also been attacking British
officials.

The Battles of Lexington and Concord were a complex event with multiple
perspectives. In this book, John Smith presents a fresh perspective on
these battles, challenging traditional interpretations and offering new
insights into this pivotal event in American history.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the
American Revolution. It is a well-written and thought-provoking work that
will challenge your assumptions about this important event.
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