
Roger Angell and Life in Baseball Writing: A
Master's Insights on the American Pastime

Roger Angell, the legendary baseball writer for The New Yorker, has
captivated readers for decades with his lyrical prose, insightful
observations, and profound understanding of the game. In his essays,
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Angell goes beyond the box scores and statistics to explore the deeper
meanings and human stories behind America's favorite pastime.

Born in 1920, Angell grew up in a baseball-loving family. His father, Ernest
Angell, was a sportswriter for The New York Herald Tribune, and young
Roger would often accompany his father to baseball games at Yankee
Stadium. Angell's early exposure to the game instilled in him a lifelong
passion for baseball.
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After graduating from Harvard University, Angell served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. After the war, he began his writing career as a fiction
editor at The New Yorker. In 1962, he was assigned to cover the New York
Mets, a new expansion team that had just been formed. Angell's witty and
insightful writing about the hapless Mets quickly caught the attention of
readers, and he soon became one of the most respected baseball writers in
the country.
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Angell's essays are more than just accounts of baseball games. They are
also meditations on life, love, loss, and the human condition. In his writing,
Angell captures the beauty and poetry of the game, as well as its power to
bring people together.

One of Angell's most famous essays, "The Summer Game," is a lyrical
meditation on the joys of baseball. In the essay, Angell writes about the
simple pleasures of a summer day at the ballpark, from the smell of the
grass to the sound of the crowd. He also reflects on the game's ability to
connect people from all walks of life.

Another classic Angell essay, "October 4, 1955," is a poignant account of
the day the Brooklyn Dodgers won the World Series. In the essay, Angell
describes the electric atmosphere at Ebbets Field and the joy of the Dodger
fans. He also reflects on the meaning of the Dodgers' victory, which came
just a few years after the team had moved to Los Angeles.

Angell's writing has had a profound impact on the way we think about
baseball. He has helped us to see the game as more than just a sport.
Baseball, Angell argues, is a reflection of our own lives, with its joys,
sorrows, and triumphs. It is a game that can teach us about ourselves and
our place in the world.

Roger Angell is a master of baseball writing. His essays are a joy to read,
and they offer a unique and insightful perspective on the game. If you love
baseball, or if you simply enjoy great writing, then you need to read Roger
Angell.
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