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Marva Collins was a visionary educator who dedicated her life to
transforming the lives of underprivileged children through the power of
education. Her unwavering belief in the potential of every child, regardless
of their circumstances, inspired her to create a groundbreaking educational
model that has had a profound impact on countless lives.

Born in 1936 in Atmore, Alabama, Marva Collins grew up in a poverty-
stricken family. She attended segregated schools and faced numerous
challenges as a young African American woman. Despite these obstacles,
she excelled in her studies and went on to earn a degree in education from
Clark Atlanta University.

After graduating, Collins returned to her hometown and began teaching at a
local elementary school. She was shocked by the lack of resources and
support for her students, many of whom came from impoverished
backgrounds. Determined to make a difference, she began developing her
own innovative teaching methods.

Collins believed that all children could learn if they were given the
opportunity and the right environment. She focused on creating a positive
and nurturing classroom environment where students felt valued and
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respected. She also developed a rigorous curriculum that challenged
students to think critically and develop their problem-solving skills.

Collins' methods proved to be highly effective. Her students consistently
outperformed their peers on standardized tests, and many went on to
attend college and successful careers. Collins' success attracted national
attention, and she was soon invited to speak at conferences and
workshops around the country. She also wrote several books about her
teaching methods, which have become essential reading for educators.

In 1975, Collins founded the Westside Preparatory School in Chicago,
lllinois. The school was designed to provide a high-quality education to
underprivileged children from the city's West Side. Westside Prep quickly
became a model for urban education, and it has been credited with helping
to revitalize the West Side community.

Marva Collins passed away in 2015, but her legacy continues to inspire
educators around the world. Her unwavering belief in the power of
education to transform lives has left a lasting impact on countless
individuals and communities.

Ordinary Children, Extraordinary Teachers is a powerful and inspiring story
about Marva Collins' life and work. It is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in education, poverty, or the power of hope.
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