
Life on the Edge of Catastrophe: Philosophy
in the Anthropocene
The Anthropocene is a new geological epoch marked by the
unprecedented impact of human activity on the Earth system. This human-
made epoch is characterized by a range of global environmental crises,
including climate change, biodiversity loss, and ocean acidification.
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In Life on the Edge of Catastrophe, leading philosophers explore the
profound implications of the Anthropocene. This essential book offers a
powerful and timely examination of the philosophical challenges posed by
these crises.

The Philosophical Challenges of the Anthropocene

The Anthropocene poses a number of unique philosophical challenges.
These challenges include:
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The challenge of defining the Anthropocene. What are the defining
features of the Anthropocene? Is it a new geological epoch, or is it
simply a continuation of the Holocene?

The challenge of understanding the human impact on the Earth
system. How have human activities changed the Earth system? What
are the consequences of these changes?

The challenge of responding to the Anthropocene. What can we do
to address the global environmental crises that we have created?
What are the ethical and political implications of our actions?

The Contributions of Life on the Edge of Catastrophe

Life on the Edge of Catastrophe makes a significant contribution to the
philosophical discussion of the Anthropocene. The book brings together a
diverse group of philosophers who offer a range of perspectives on the
challenges posed by this new epoch.

The book's contributors address a wide range of topics, including:

The definition of the Anthropocene

The human impact on the Earth system

The ethical and political implications of the Anthropocene

The ways in which we can respond to the Anthropocene

Life on the Edge of Catastrophe is an essential read for anyone who is
interested in the philosophical implications of the Anthropocene. The book
provides a powerful and timely examination of the challenges that we face
in this new epoch.



About the Editors

Christoph Rosol is Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Amsterdam. His research interests include environmental philosophy, the
philosophy of science, and the history of philosophy.

Robert Sparrow is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Monash.
His research interests include ethics, the philosophy of mind, and the
philosophy of religion.

Praise for Life on the Edge of Catastrophe

"Life on the Edge of Catastrophe is a timely and important contribution to
the philosophical discussion of the Anthropocene. The book brings together
a diverse group of philosophers who offer a range of perspectives on the
challenges posed by this new epoch."—Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews

"Life on the Edge of Catastrophe is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in the philosophical implications of the Anthropocene. The book
provides a powerful and timely examination of the challenges that we face
in this new epoch."—Environmental Ethics

"Life on the Edge of Catastrophe is a groundbreaking work that will shape
the philosophical discussion of the Anthropocene for years to come."—The
Guardian
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