
Journeys By Dog Canoe And Horse: Exploring
the Untold Story of How Animals Shaped the
North American Landscape

In the vast tapestry of North American history, humans have long been
recognized as the dominant force shaping the continent's landscape.
However, a lesser-known but equally profound influence has been exerted
by our animal companions. In his groundbreaking book, "Journeys by Dog
Canoe and Horse: Creating the North American Landscape," geographer
and historian Ted Binnema reveals the remarkable ways in which dogs,
canoes, and horses have played a pivotal role in shaping the physical,
cultural, and ecological fabric of the continent.
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The Role of Dogs

Dogs, with their acute senses and unwavering loyalty, have been
invaluable partners to humans for millennia. In North America, dogs were
domesticated by Indigenous peoples long before the arrival of Europeans.
These canine companions played a crucial role in hunting, transportation,
and companionship.
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As skilled hunters, dogs expanded the range and efficiency of human
hunting efforts. Their keen sense of smell allowed them to track prey over
long distances, while their stealth and agility enabled them to corner and
capture animals. From the vast buffalo herds of the Great Plains to the
elusive caribou of the Arctic, dogs were instrumental in providing
sustenance for Indigenous communities.

Beyond hunting, dogs also served as indispensable transportation aids.
They pulled sleds laden with supplies and equipment, allowing humans to
traverse snow-covered landscapes and reach remote areas inaccessible by
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foot. In addition, dogs were used to carry messages and facilitate
communication between distant settlements.

The Significance of Canoes

Canoes, with their sleek hulls and effortless maneuverability, have been a
lifeline for Indigenous peoples in North America for centuries. Constructed
from birch bark, cedar, or other lightweight materials, canoes allowed
humans to navigate vast waterways and explore the continent's intricate
coastline.

Canoes provided a means of transporting goods and people over long
distances. They facilitated trade between different Indigenous groups and
enabled the establishment of seasonal settlements along rivers and lakes.
Canoes also played a vital role in exploration and warfare, allowing
Indigenous nations to venture into new territories and defend their
homelands.

Moreover, canoes had a profound spiritual significance for many
Indigenous cultures. They were seen as conduits between the physical and
spiritual worlds and were often used in ceremonies and rituals. The shape
of the canoe, with its curved bow and stern, was believed to represent the
journey of life, from birth to death.

The Impact of Horses

The arrival of horses in North America with Spanish explorers in the 16th
century had a transformative impact on the continent's landscape. Horses
revolutionized transportation and warfare, enabling Indigenous peoples to
travel vast distances more quickly and effectively. They also facilitated the



expansion of bison hunting on the Great Plains and the establishment of
new trade routes.

Horses became central to the lives of many Indigenous groups, particularly
on the Great Plains and in the Southwest. They were used for hunting,
transportation, warfare, and ceremonial purposes. The horse also became
a symbol of status and wealth, and its acquisition was often a matter of
pride and prestige.

However, the of horses also had negative consequences. Overhunting of
bison led to a decline in their populations, while the spread of horses
contributed to the destruction of grasslands and the displacement of native
species.

The Interconnectedness of Animals, Humans, and the Landscape

Binnema's book highlights the interconnectedness of animals, humans, and
the North American landscape. He argues that the three cannot be
separated, and that each has shaped the other in profound ways. Dogs,
canoes, and horses have not simply been tools or resources, but active
agents in shaping the continent's physical, cultural, and ecological tapestry.

By understanding the roles these animals have played, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the complexity and dynamism of the North American
landscape. We also come to recognize the importance of respecting and
protecting the animals that have been our companions and partners
throughout history.

"Journeys by Dog Canoe and Horse: Creating the North American
Landscape" is a groundbreaking work that sheds new light on the profound



influence animals have had on the shaping of North America. Through
meticulous research and evocative storytelling, Ted Binnema reveals the
remarkable ways in which dogs, canoes, and horses have intertwined with
human history, leaving an enduring legacy on the continent's land, people,
and culture.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of North
America, the relationship between humans and animals, and the enduring
power of the natural world. By understanding the journeys of these animals
and their human companions, we gain a deeper appreciation for the
interconnectedness of all living things and the importance of preserving the
delicate balance of our planet.
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