Dietrich Bonhoeffer: The Courageous German
Pastor Who Resisted Hitler

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian who
became a leading figure in the Confessing Church, a movement within
German Protestantism that opposed the Nazi regime. Bonhoeffer was
arrested by the Gestapo in 1943 and executed in 1945. He is considered
one of the most important Christian martyrs of the 20th century.

Bonhoeffer was born in Breslau, Germany, in 1906. He studied theology at
the universities of Tubingen, Berlin, and Union Theological Seminary in
New York City. After graduating from Union Seminary, Bonhoeffer returned
to Germany and became a pastor in the German Evangelical Church.

In 1933, the Nazi Party came to power in Germany. The Nazis quickly
began to suppress opposition to their regime, including the Confessing
Church. Bonhoeffer was one of the leaders of the Confessing Church, and
he spoke out against the Nazis' anti-Semitism and their persecution of the

Jews.
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In 1943, Bonhoeffer was arrested by the Gestapo and charged with
treason. He was imprisoned for two years and was eventually executed in
1945.

Bonhoeffer's writings have had a profound impact on Christian thought and
practice. His book, The Cost of Discipleship, is a classic work on Christian

ethics. In this book, Bonhoeffer argues that following Jesus Christ requires
a radical commitment to love and self-sacrifice.

Bonhoeffer's life and work are a powerful reminder of the importance of
standing up for what is right, even in the face of danger. He is an inspiration
to all who seek to live a life of faith and courage.

Key Points about Dietrich Bonhoeffer

= Born in Breslau, Germany, in 1906

= Studied theology at the universities of Tubingen, Berlin, and Union
Theological Seminary in New York City

= Became a pastor in the German Evangelical Church

= Was a leader of the Confessing Church, a movement within German
Protestantism that opposed the Nazi regime

= Arrested by the Gestapo in 1943 and executed in 1945

= Considered one of the most important Christian martyrs of the 20th
century

=  Wrote the classic work on Christian ethics, The Cost of Discipleship
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