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Cleopatra VII Philopator, the last pharaoh of ancient Egypt, was a woman
of extraordinary intelligence, ambition, and beauty. She ruled Egypt for over
20 years and played a significant role in Roman history. Her life has been
the subject of countless books, films, and television shows, but the real
Cleopatra is often obscured by myth and legend.

In this article, we will explore the life and legend of Cleopatra, separating
fact from fiction and revealing the fascinating truth behind one of the most
iconic figures of antiquity.

Childhood and Early Life

Cleopatra was born in 69 BC in Alexandria, Egypt. She was the daughter of
Ptolemy XII Auletes, the pharaoh of Egypt, and Cleopatra V Tryphaena, his
wife. Cleopatra had two older sisters, Berenice IV and Cleopatra VI
Tryphaena, and two younger brothers, Ptolemy XIII and Ptolemy XIV.

Cleopatra's childhood was marked by political turmoil. In 58 BC, her father
was overthrown by his daughter Berenice IV. Cleopatra and her siblings
fled to Rome, where they lived in exile for several years.
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In 55 BC, Ptolemy XII was restored to the throne with the help of Julius
Caesar. Cleopatra returned to Egypt with her father and became his co-
ruler.

Reign as Pharaoh

Cleopatra became the sole ruler of Egypt in 51 BC after the death of her
father. She was just 18 years old at the time. Cleopatra's reign was marked
by a number of challenges, including political instability, economic
problems, and foreign threats.

Cleopatra's most famous relationship was with Julius Caesar. Caesar first
met Cleopatra in 48 BC when he came to Egypt in pursuit of Pompey.
Cleopatra and Caesar quickly became lovers, and Cleopatra gave birth to
Caesar's son, Caesarion, in 47 BC.

Cleopatra's relationship with Caesar helped to secure Egypt's
independence from Rome. However, it also made her unpopular with the
Roman people. After Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC, Cleopatra allied
herself with Mark Antony, one of Caesar's generals.

Cleopatra and Antony's relationship was passionate and tumultuous. They
had three children together, but their relationship was ultimately doomed by
political ambition. In 31 BC, Antony and Cleopatra were defeated by
Octavian, Caesar's adopted son, at the Battle of Actium.

After the Battle of Actium, Cleopatra and Antony fled to Egypt. They were
pursued by Octavian, and Cleopatra eventually committed suicide by
snakebite in 30 BC.

Cleopatra's Legacy



Cleopatra is one of the most famous and iconic figures in history. She was
a woman of extraordinary intelligence, ambition, and beauty. She ruled
Egypt for over 20 years and played a significant role in Roman history.

Cleopatra's legacy is complex and multifaceted. She is remembered as a
great beauty, a skilled diplomat, and a ruthless ruler. She is also
remembered as a tragic figure, whose life was cut short by political
ambition.

Cleopatra's life and legend have been the subject of countless books, films,
and television shows. She is a constant source of fascination for historians,
artists, and the general public alike.

Cleopatra was a woman of extraordinary complexity and contradiction. She
was a brilliant ruler, a skilled diplomat, and a ruthless politician. She was
also a passionate lover, a devoted mother, and a tragic figure.

Cleopatra's life and legend have captivated people for centuries. She is a
constant source of fascination for historians, artists, and the general public
alike.

The real Cleopatra was a woman of extraordinary intelligence, ambition,
and beauty. She was a great ruler who played a significant role in Roman
history. She was also a complex and tragic figure whose life was cut short
by political ambition.

Cleopatra's legacy is one of power, beauty, and tragedy. She is a reminder
that even the most powerful and famous people are not immune to the
vagaries of fate.



Further Reading

* Cleopatra: A Life by Stacy Schiff * The Cleopatra Papers: A Collection of
Newly Translated Texts by Cleopatra and Her Contemporaries by Jane
Rowlandson * Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh of Egypt by Joyce Tyldesley
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