
Aureng Zebe: A Literary Gem that Explores
the Labyrinth of Human Nature
In the annals of English literature, John Dryden's "Aureng Zebe" stands as
a towering masterpiece, a tragedy that delves deep into the complexities of
the human condition, unraveling the tangled threads of ambition, love,
betrayal, and the indomitable spirit of humanity.
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The Genesis of a Literary Masterpiece

Published in 1675, "Aureng Zebe" is a play that emerged during the
Restoration period, a time marked by both political and social upheaval. It
is set against the backdrop of the Mughal Empire in India, providing a rich
tapestry of exoticism and intrigue that captivated audiences of the time.

Dryden, a renowned poet and playwright, drew inspiration from historical
accounts of the reign of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. However, he
masterfully adapted the story, weaving a complex web of characters and
themes that resonated with his contemporary society.
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A Cast of Intriguing Characters

At the heart of "Aureng Zebe" is a cast of unforgettable characters, each
representing a facet of the human condition:

Aureng Zebe: The ambitious emperor, torn between his love for his
brother and his desire for absolute power.

Indamora: A beautiful and virtuous princess, who becomes the object
of affection for both Aureng Zebe and his brother, Morat.

Morat: Aureng Zebe's younger brother, who is noble and
compassionate, but ultimately falls victim to his brother's ambition.

Nourmahal: Indamora's confidante and a woman of great intellect and
spirit.

Themes that Resonate with Humanity

Through the intertwining lives of these characters, Dryden explores a
myriad of themes that have continued to resonate with readers and
audiences for centuries:

The Corrupting Power of Ambition: Aureng Zebe's unyielding pursuit
of power leads him down a path of treachery and fratricide.

The Complexity of Love: The play explores the varying facets of love,
from the passionate desires of Aureng Zebe to the selfless devotion of
Morat.

The Frailty of Humanity: Despite their noble qualities, the characters
are flawed and vulnerable, making mistakes that have tragic
consequences.



The Enduring Power of Forgiveness: Amidst the turmoil and
betrayal, the play suggests that even in the darkest of times,
forgiveness can offer a glimmer of hope.

A Poetic Masterpiece

Beyond its thematic depth, "Aureng Zebe" is a testament to Dryden's
extraordinary poetic abilities. His use of blank verse is lyrical and evocative,
capturing the beauty and tragedy of the human experience:

“"I can bear

The inconstancy of fortune, and endure

The rude buffets of the changing world;

But to lose you, charming Indamora,

I cannot suffer it; death has no terror

Half so dreadful as the parting with you."”

A Cultural and Historical Artifact

"Aureng Zebe" is not merely a literary masterpiece; it is also a valuable
cultural and historical artifact that provides insights into the ideas and
values of 17th-century England:



The Influence of the Mughal Empire: The play reflects the growing
fascination with the East during the Restoration period, introducing
exotic elements and characters to the English stage.

The Rise of Restoration Drama: "Aureng Zebe" is a quintessential
example of Restoration drama, with its focus on heroic characters,
grand themes, and theatrical spectacle.

The Restoration of the Monarchy: The play's themes of legitimacy
and succession resonate with the political climate of the time, following
the restoration of the Stuart monarchy.

"Aureng Zebe" by John Dryden is a timeless masterpiece that continues to
captivate readers and audiences with its exploration of the human
condition. Through its complex characters, resonant themes, and lyrical
poetry, the play offers a profound meditation on the complexities of
ambition, love, betrayal, and the indomitable spirit of humanity.

Read "Aureng Zebe" today and immerse yourself in a world of intrigue,
passion, and the enduring power of the human heart.
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